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The New Family
Haggadah
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Preparing for Passover

The following symbolic foods should be placed near the leader or on 
the Seder Plate. During the course of the Seder, they are pointed
out, lifted up, displayed, and explained. On the Seder plate include:

Shank bone—zaro’ah, symbolizes the lamb that was sacrificed in •	
ancient days
Roasted Egg—beitzah, represents the Passover offering of ancient •	
days as well as the wholeness and continuing cycle of life
Bitter herbs—maror (horseradish or endive), reminds us of the •	
bitter lives of the Hebrew slaves
Charoset (the mixture of apples, nuts, sweet wine, cinnamon and •	
sugar in the Ashkenazic fashion or dates, nuts and sweet wine 
in the Sephardic tradition), reminds us of the bricks and mortar 
made by the Hebrew slaves
Greens—karpas, symbolizes the springtime of the year when •	
Passover takes place
Orange—Symbolizes the welcome of the stranger and the •	
outcast

Also place on the table:
Three matzot (pl. of matzah), on a plate with a cloth or•	
napkin cover•	
Salt water, a reminder of the tears shed by the Hebrew•	
slaves•	
Cup of Elijah—Kos Eliyahu•	
Cup for Miriam•	
Peeled Oranges•	

You may want to assemble a mini-Seder plate for each
participant that includes the items they will need to
participate in the Seder. Place a small amount of each of
the following items on a decorative paper plate or regular
small plate:

Bitter herbs•	
Charoset•	
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Parsley•	
Orange Sections•	

Additionally, small bowls of salt water may be placed around
the table(s) for dipping the karpas along with plates of
matzah for the participants to share.

Also prepare enough hot towels so that there is one for each 
participant.
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Host:

Welcome . 
 Long ago, at this season, the jewish people set out on a 
journey. On such a night as this, the jews went forth from degradation 
to joy. We pray for all who are still bound, still denied their human 
rights. May all who hunger come to rejoice in a new Passover. Let all 
the human family sit at the table, drink the wine of deliverance, and 
eat the bread of freedom.

 Passover is the celebration of the liberation of the Israelite 
people from their bondage in Ancient Egypt — a great struggle for 
freedom and dignity. We are here because the struggle for human 
freedom never stops. We are here to remember all people—Jews and 
non-Jews—who are still struggling for their freedom.

 The name Israel means “one who wrestles with God.” Jacob 
earned this name when he challenged God in order to obtain a 
blessing. We each must wrestle with ourselves, with questions and 
find new answers: What is the nature of the Divine? What does it 
mean to be human? What is freedom and how is it achieved? 

Together:
Let us remember.
For now and for all time, that freedom starts
In our hands, In our hearts, In our minds,
With our inner spirit.

Let us remember that freedom begins
With acknowledging what is,
And then choosing to be free, 
Taking actions to become free,
To feel free, 
To allow freedom and harmony into our lives.
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SONG: Hineh Matov 
Hineh, mat tov u-mah naim, shevet ahim gam yahad!

Behold, How good and how pleasant it is 
when people dwell together in unity!

Mother:
	 It is said, “there is nothing new under the sun”, yet nothing 
remains the same. Against the backdrop of eternity the earth displays 
an ever-changing face. The sun rises, the sun sets, yet each day and 
each season is fresh and new. 

	 Slowly, one season emerges from 
another. The harshness of ice and snow yields 
to gentle, nourishing showers. Inevitably, the 
cold, dark days succumb to the warmth and 
light of Spring. We rejoice in the warm light 
and rich blessings of this season.

	 The celebration of Passover represents 
the perennial rebirth and survival of the Jewish 
People and the world of nature. The Light of 
these candles symbolizes the renewal of life, a 
reaffirmation of freedom.

(Light the candles and fill the wineglasses with wine or juice)

Together:
Baurch ata adonai elohanu melech olam, asher kidishanu 
b-mitzvotzav, vitzivanu l-hodlic nair shel pesach.

Readers: (moving clockwise around the table each person should 
read a paragraph)

	 It is traditional to drink four symbolic cups of wine at the 
Seder. Tonight with each cup we honor the many ways those who 
came before us have struggled for freedom. We drink in mod-
eration – for remembrance, and celebration but not for oblivion.  
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Tonight we dedicate the first glass to the fruit-
fulness and wealth of our Mother Earth. 

Together:
Bauruch ata adonai elohanu melech 
olam, boray pre hagfen.

(Drink the first glass of wine)

SONG:
Heyveynu Shalom Aleichem

Heyveynu Shalom Aleichem

Heyveynu Shalom Aleichem

Heyveynu Shalom, Shalom, Shalom Aleichem

We wish peace upon you all.

	 We physically clean our hands of dirt 
and symbolically wash  the “dirt” out of 

our lives and minds. As you clean your hands, you are invited to 
think about things that you would like to clean out of your life.

(Participants should take washcloths from the table and wipe 
their hands clean.)

Together:
The cleansing power of water. Mayim — 
The essence of life, The flow of life,
Washing away hurts, Ways of thinking
Ways of living, The things we want to let go of right now.
Clearing the way for what is to come,
Making the way for Sacred Space.

	 In the Mishnah, which contains our earliest rabbinic record 
of the Passover seder, we learn that children are to ask their parents: 	
Why is this night different from all other nights? The young children 
who do not know to ask, should be instructed to by their parents. In 
other words, the purpose of the seder is to both teach and tell.
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(The youngest children at the table should read the following 
questions—an adult should answer)

	 Why is this night different from all other nights?

	� On all other nights we eat bread or matzah, why on this night 
do we eat only matzah?

	� On all other nights we eat herbs 
of any kind, why on this night do 
we eat bitter herbs?

	� On all other nights we do not dip 
our herbs even once, why on this 
night do we dip them twice?

	� On all other nights, we eat 
either sitting or reclining, why 
on this night do we eat while 
reclining?

The simple answer to these questions is – 

	 Avadim Hayinu — Because we were slaves. The longer 
answers to these questions can be found by listening to our story and 
discussion here tonight. Part of the purpose for observing Passover 
and participating in the seder is to make sure we never forget our 
past. We do this by retelling our story every year. Tonight our story-
telling will start with the traditional Passover story of the Jews: their 
slavery in Egypt and how they became free.

	 Joseph the son of Jacob was an advisor to the Pharaoh of 
Egypt. He invited his family, the tribe called the Israelites, to live in 
Egypt. Over time, their population grew quite large. 

	  A new Pharaoh who did not know Joseph came into power 
over Egypt. He feared that the Israelites were becoming too numerous 
and strong. If there was war, he feared they might join the enemies 
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and fight against Egypt. Conscription officers were appointed over 
the Israelites to crush their spirits with hard labor. 

 The Israelites were miserable, being forced to construct build-
ings and monuments as well as slaving in the fields for their Egyptian 
masters. But Pharaoh was still afraid. He then gave orders that every 
new-born Hebrew boy was to be cast into the Nile, but girls were 
allowed to live.

 Jochebed, a Levite woman, had a son. She kept him hidden 
from the Egyptians for three months. When she was no longer able 
to hide him, she took a papyrus box and she placed her son into 
it. She hid the box in the rushes near the bank of the Nile. Her 
daughter, Miriam, stood at a distance, so that she could watch over 
him. That same day Pharaoh’s daughter, Bithia, went to bathe in the 
Nile. She saw the box in the rushes, and sent her slave girls to fetch 
it.  Opening the box she saw the baby, he was crying. She had pity 
on him and wanted to keep him. “It is one of the Hebrew boys,” 
she exclaimed. Miriam said to Bithia, “Shall I go and call a Hebrew 
woman to nurse the child for you?” “Yes,” she replied. Miriam went 
and got Jochebed, and Bithia said “take this child and nurse it”. And 
so the child was nursed and raised by his own people.

 Bithia adopted him as her own son, and named him Moses. As 
Moses grew older he began to take an interest in the suffering of his 
people, he saw their hard labor and tried to help as much as possible. 
One day he saw an Egyptian kill one of his fellow Hebrews. Moses 
killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the sand. When Pharaoh 
heard about Moses’s actions, he tried to have Moses put to death. 
Moses fled from Pharaoh, and ended up in the land of Midian.

 Years passed, and Pharaoh died. The Israelites were still in 
slavery. They cried out because of their slavery, and God heard their 
cries. He remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and decided to deliver their descendants from bondage.
 Soon after Moses arrived in Midian, he married Jethro’s 
daughter Zipporah. Moses tended the sheep of his father in-law. 
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He led the flock to the edge of the desert, and he came to a place 
called Mount Horeb. While Moses was on the mountain he noticed 
a burning thorn bush near by, but although the bush burned it 
did not turn to ash. His curiosity aroused, he stepped closer, and 
out of the thorn bush he heard the voice of God: “Moses, Moses!”  
God called.

 	 “Here I am,” replied Moses. God then said, “I am the God 
of your Father, The God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of 
Jacob. I have seen the suffering of My people in Egypt. I have heard 
how they cry out because of what their slave drivers do, and I am 
aware of their pain. I am here to rescue them from Egypt’s power. I 
will bring them out of that land, to a good, spacious land, to a land 
flowing with milk and honey. Now go to Pharaoh. Bring my people, 
the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

	 “Go, and say to the elders of Israel ‘the God of your fathers 
appeared to me. I declare that I will bring you out of the wretched-
ness of Egypt, to a land flowing with milk and honey.’ I know the 
Egyptian king will not allow you to leave unless he is forced to do 
so. I will display My power and demolish Egypt through miraculous 
deeds that I will perform in their land. Then Pharaoh will let you 
leave. Take this staff in your hand. With it, you will perform the 
miracles.”

	 Moses took his family and the staff God had given him and 
set out to return to Egypt. Moses and Aaron went to the Pharaoh and 
said, “The God of the Hebrews declares: ‘Let my people leave…’” 
The Egyptian king said to them, “Why are you distracting the people 
from their work? Get back to your own business!” That day, Pharaoh 
gave new orders to the slave masters. He said, “Do not give the 
people straw for bricks as before. Let them go and gather their own 
straw. Meanwhile you must require them to make the same amount 
of bricks as before.”
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	 Moses returned to God and said, “Why do you mistreat your 
people? Why did You send me here? As soon as I came to Pharaoh 
to speak in Your name, he made things worse for the people. You 
have done nothing to help your people.” 

	 God said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to 
Pharaoh. He will be forced to let them go. He will be forced to 
drive them out of his land. I will display My power against Egypt, 
and with great acts of judgment, I will bring forth from Egypt My 
People—The Israelites. Egypt will know that I am God.”

	 “Say to Pharaoh: God has sent me to you with a message ‘Let 
My people leave, and let them worship me in the desert.’ So far you 
have not paid attention.” And Moses told Pharaoh of the plagues that 
God would bring if Pharaoh did not let the Hebrews leave.

God brought ten plagues upon the Egyptians. The plagues in our 
society, in our world, number more than ten. But, symbolically, we 
recall the ten plagues and relate them to concerns of people across 
the globe. These are our afflictions. We see them in our streets, they 
threaten our health and environment, and sometimes make redemp-
tion seem impossible. As we recall the Egyptians’ plagues, we make 
ourselves more aware of the problems that plague our world.

	 So that we will not be like Pharaoh, that we do not harden 
our hearts and simply say, “lucky it’s not me,” and in compassion 
and sorrow over the evil and suffering that exists in the world, we, 
in numbering the plagues, pour away with each word a drop of the 
wine of our rejoicing.

(As the plagues are read out loud, each person puts a drop of 
wine from their glass on their plate for each plague.)

Together:
Blood,
The blood shed by war in our streets.
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Frogs
The leaping birthrate that results from 
lack of education and lack of access to 
adequate and affordable birth control. 

Vermin
The homelessness that forces people to 
live in filth and degradation.

Beasts
The physical and emotional violence that we inflict 
on one another, which makes us lower than beasts.

Cattle Disease
The environmental chemicals that damage 
our ability to bear healthy children.

Boils
The crippling vanity of our society.

Hail
The hazard of toxic substances that poison 
our air and water and pollute the earth.

Locusts
The ignorance and hate that promotes prejudice, 
homophobia, misogyny, and xenophobia. 

Darkness
The obstacles that impede our ability to cure the ills 
that threaten our physical and emotional lives.

Striking the first born
The danger in which we place our own heritage by not 
instilling knowledge and love of Judaism in our children.
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 Moses summoned the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, 
Pick out lambs and slaughter the Passover offering. Apply the blood 
of the lamb to the lintel and to the doorposts. For when God comes 
to smite the Egyptians, He will see the blood on the lintel and the 
doorposts, and God will pass over the door and not let death enter 
and smite your home.”

 It was midnight. God killed every first-born in Egypt, from 
the first-born of Pharaoh to the first-born of the prisoner in the 
dungeon, as well as every first-born animal. The Egyptians gave a 
great outcry, since there was no house where there were no dead. 
Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron during the night. “Get moving!” 
he said. “Get out from among my people – you and the Israelites! 
Go! Take your sheep and cattle, just as you said! Go!”

 The Egyptians were also urging the people to hurry and 
leave the land. The Israelites took their dough before it could rise. 
Their leftover dough was wrapped in their robes and placed on their 
shoulders. They baked the dough that they had brought out of Egypt 
into unleavened cakes, since it had not yet risen. They had been 
driven out of Egypt and could not delay, and they had not prepared 
any other food.

 Moses said to the people: Remember this day as the time you 
left Egypt, the place of slavery, when Hashem brought you out of 
here with a show of force. No leavening may be eaten. Eat Matzahs 
for seven days, and make the seventh day a festival to God. On that 
day, you must tell your child, “This is because God acted for me 
when I left Egypt”

 God went before them by day with a pillar of cloud, to guide 
them along the way. By night it appeared as a pillar of fire, providing 
them with light. This way they could travel day and night.

 When Pharaoh received the news that the Israelites were 
escaping, he and his officials changed their minds. Pharaoh harnessed 
his chariot, and summoned his army to go with him. As Pharaoh 
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came close, the Israelites looked up. They saw the Egyptians marching 
at their rear and they were scared.

	 “Don’t be afraid,” said Moses to the people. “Stand firm 
and you will see what God will do to rescue you 
today.” God divided the waters of the Red Sea and 
the Israelites passed though safely to the other side, 
but when the Egyptian soldiers tried to follow, 
God released the water, drowning the Egyptian 
chariots and cavalry.

	 There is a traditional story we tell 
during the seder about the Egyptians who 
drowned. When the Israelites crossed over 
safely, the angels in heaven began to sing in 
praise of God. But God looked down on the 
waters closing over the Egyptians, and cried, “How 
can you sing when my children are drowning?” God wants to instill 
in us an understanding that each and everyone of us is valuable.

(Refill wineglasses)

Together:
As God did for us in the wilderness, so must we do 
for the people trapped in the wilderness today.

As God rescued us from oppression, so must 
we rescue people who are oppressed.

As God sent manna to feed us, so must we send resources 
to care for the urgent needs of people who are suffering.

As God helped us to overcome our enemies, 
so must we help protect people who are 
victimized solely because they are different.



14

The Meaning of the Passover Story and its Symbols

Passover is the celebration of life.
	
	 The story of the Jewish People is truly a triumph of life. 
Against the odds of history, the Jewish people have done more than 
survive—we have adapted creatively to each new time, each new 
place, from the birth of our people to the present day.

	 Even though death has pursued us relentlessly, time and time 
again we have chosen to live. During the many centuries of the Jewish 
experience, memories of destruction are tempered by the knowledge 
that the world can also be good.

Together:
We have endured slavery and humiliation.
We have also enjoyed freedom and power.
Darkness has been balanced by light.
Our forbearers traveled the Earth in search of 
the safety and liberty they knew must exist.

We have learned to endure.
We have learned to progress.
We are proud survivors.
We celebrate our good fortune and 
seek the advancement of all.

	 Tonight with our second cup we honor our past. We  
remember our families; our parents, our grandparents, our great-grand-
parents. We honor their struggles, their joys and their achievements.

Together:
We praise you, the Spirit of the World 
who nurtures the fruit of the vine.

(Drink the second glass)
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	 The Shankbone is on the plate is to represent the sacrifi-
cial lamb that died to protect Israel’s first born. In the story it is 
lamb’s blood that marked the doorposts and lintel of the houses 
and kept the families inside safe. Because we do not  
sacrifice animals anymore when we worship, 
we honor the memory and 
spirit of what happened then 
by placing the lamb shank 
on the plate.

	 Matzah, sometimes 
called “the bread of affliction”, 
it is the bread made of the dough 
that had no chance to rise when 
the Israelites were escaping from 
Egypt. But Matzah also can be 
considered the bread of freedom or 
transformation. Matzah was not the bread that the Israelites ate while 
they were slaves, but the bread they made to sustain themselves while 
they escaped. 

	 This Matzah, which did not have a chance to rise into bread 
before it was baked, can also be a symbol of not being “ready” but 
of having to do something anyway—doing what is necessary to take 
advantage of important opportunities. Just like the Israelites did then, 
we need to be ready to take what we have and make it sustain us 
while we adventure into the future. In the past unleavened bread 
was considered purer than regular bread. The leaven was a symbol 
of sin, and the bread that the priests used for sacrifices was also 
unleavened. 

	 We have on our plate 3 matzah. The middle matzah repre-
sents the sacrifical lamb, later we will all share a piece of this matzah. 
But first we break it. One part we will keep here, the other we will 
hide, while the children hide their eyes. This hidden piece is called 
the afikomen. After dinner the children will search for the hidden 
piece and the finder will be rewarded. When we have both pieces in 
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the same place, we will put the two together again—this will be a 
sign that what is lost is not really gone as long as we and our children 
remember and search.

(Break middle matzah in 1/2, wrap one piece in a napkin and hide)

	 The Spring Greens represent renewa. They remind us that 
each generation must repair and renew the world. This is the time of 
year when flowers blossom and our gardens grow green. As spring 
vegetables bring promise of a new season, and we plant now for 
harvests to come, so also does spring bring us promise of a new era, 
when there will be no tears and life will be joyous for all people. The 
salt water is for the tears shed by our ancestors in bondage; it is also 
for the sea that spawned all life.

	  The dipping of a vegetable as an appetizer is said to date 
back to biblical times. It is also identified with biblical descriptions 
of the Hebrew slaves marking their doorposts at the time of the first 
Passover.

Together:
Honoring the Earth, the ground beneath us, the base.  

Honoring growth, from the seed of inspiration, to 
fruition.  
The blessings of the union between what we can see 

and feel with our naked eye, and what we can only 
truly understand with our naked soul. Earth’s 
lovemaking with the sun with the rain, With the 
ultimate mystery of the Divine.  
Food for the body, energy for the soul.  

Sustenance, nourishment and salted water.  
The moisture of birth, the pain of birth, 
the tears at new beginnings.
We praise you, the Spirit of the World creator of the fruit 
of the earth. 

(Everyone dips their greens in the saltwater and eats it)
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	 The orange on the seder plate is an emerging Jewish tradi-
tion. The orange was added by professor Susannah Heschel from 
Dartmouth. It is there to represent the members of our society that 
are frequently ignored and marginalized. We eat the fruit to acknowl-
edge that we and our culture are enriched by including all the people 
in our community. We spit out the seeds, symbolically throwing away 
our intolerance and close mindedness.

Together:
We praise you, who brings forth the harvest of 
the earth and creates the fruit of the tree.

(Eat orange wedges and spit out any seeds you may encounter)

	 Miriam’s Cup calls to mind a passover story we don’t hear very 
often and illuminates women’s role in the exodus. A Midrash teaches 
us that a miraculous well accompanied the Hebrews throughout 
their journey in the desert, providing them with water. This well 
was given by God to Miriam, the prophetess, to honor her bravery 
and devotion to the Jewish people. Both Miriam and her well were 
spiritual oases in the desert, sources of 
sustenance and healing. Her words of 
comfort gave the Hebrews the faith and 
confidence to overcome the hardships 
of the Exodus. 

	 We fill Miriam’s cup with water 
to honor her role in ensuring the  
survival of the Jewish people. Like 
Miriam, Jewish women in all generations 
have been essential for the continuity of our 
people. As keepers of traditions in the home, 
women passed down songs and stories, rituals 
and recipes, from mother to daughter, from  
generation to generation. Let us each fill the cup 
of Miriam with water from our own glasses, 
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so that our daughters may continue to draw from the strength and 
wisdom of our heritage.

(Pass Miriam’s Cup around and fill it with a little water from 
your glass. When Miriam’s cup is filled, raise the goblet and place 
back on the table)	

	 We place Miriam’s cup on our table to honor the important 
role of Jewish women in our tradition and history, their stories have 
been too sparingly told.

Together:
We praise you, the Spirit of the World , who 
sustains us with living water. May we, like the 
children of Israel leaving Egypt, be guarded and 
nurtured and kept alive in the wilderness, and 
may You give us wisdom to understand that the 
journey itself holds the promise of redemption. 

	
	 The egg a symbol of spring – the season in which Passover 
is always celebrated. It represents the fertility of the ground, of our 
bodies and our minds. It also represents the offerings of thanksgiving 
that the Israelites gave at the temple in thanks for their freedom. We 
dip the egg in the saltwater to represent the salt tears that frequently  
accompany growth.

(dip the egg in saltwater and eat it.)

	
	 The Maror, the bitter herb, is the symbol of the bitterness 
of servitude. It serves as a perpetual reminder, from generation to 
generation, that it is our duty to do whatever can be done to lighten 
the load of those less fortunate and to have sympathy for all living 
creatures who are enslaved by virtue of their environment, their he-
redity or their own sense of lack of choice.

	 Charoset is a symbol of the bricks and mortar that the slaves 
in Egypt were forced to build with everyday. But the charoset is 
made up of fruit and nuts and honey to remind us that even in their 
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slavery there was the sweetness of hope. According 
to legend, the use of apples in Charoset stems 
from the Pharaoh’s decree that all male 
Hebrew children were to be killed at birth. 
Mothers would go out to the orchards to 
give birth, and thus save their babies (at least 

temporarily) from the Egyptian soldiers.
	

	 Rabbi Hillel was one of the great teachers in Jewish 
history, and it is said that he followed precisely the instructions about 
the sanctified lamb. “Upon unleavened bread and bitter herbs shall 
they eat it.” So he placed a bit of the paschal offering (the sacrifi-
cial lamb) on the matzah, with bitter herbs. In remembrance of the 
Temple and Hillel, we shall place the bitter herb on the matzah in 
place of the paschal lamb. We eat the Maror and the charoset together 
to remind us that the bitterness and sweetness define each other, and 
in a world without both we could not appreciate either one.

(Take the piece of matzah and a piece of maror and some charoset 
and make a sandwich. Also fill 3rd glass of wine.)

Together:
We praise you, the Spirit of the World who brings 
forth the bread from the earth. We praise you, who 
brings forth the harvest of the earth and creates 
the fruit of the vine. We praise you, who make 
us holy and instructs us to eat bitter herbs.

(Eat the Hillel sandwich and drink the 3rd glass of wine) 
	

	 It was the grandson of Rabbi Hillel, Rabbi 
Gamaliel, who gave us the rule for when we may eat 
the meal. He said that we must explain the 
symbols of Passover. Since we have dis-
cussed both traditional symbols and some 
newer ones, it is time to eat the meal.

(Eat already!)
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After the meal
Host:
	 We have eaten our dinner tonight as free people. 

Together:

We praise you, the Spirit of the World, 
through whose bounty we have been fed and 
through whose love we are given life.  
	

	 We are told that the prophet Elijah comes to visit every house 
where a Seder is being held. Let us open the door for Elijah. The 
open door is also a symbol of hospitality and friendliness, a sign that 
no one should be turned away from the seder. 
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(children are sent to open the door, and then father raises the 
cup for Elijah)

	 This is the cup for Elijah the Prophet. Our legends tell us that 
Elijah enters every house where a Seder is taking place. Why Elijah? 
Of all our Biblical Prophets, it is Elijah who became the kindly 
mediator between Heaven and Earth. The Bible stories tell us of a 
fiery chariot sent to carry him up to Heaven. And from Heaven, he 
was to return to help prepare mankind for the dreamed-of time of the 
coming of the Messiah, the time of judgement and redemption. 

	 In the centuries when our people suffered in the ghettos, 
they longed for this kind-hearted messenger of the millennium, and 
they told innumerable tales of how Elijah would instantly appear if a 
Jew in great trouble or danger called out, “Elijah! Help me!” In such 
stories, he would appear in different ways—Elijah may come and go 
in different disguises, unrecognized, but the person who calles out, 
and has been helped by him knows that he came.
(door is closed)

	 Now the children may hunt for the afikomen, and perhaps 
Elijah will help one of them to find it.

(The children leave their seats they hunt for the afikomen. During 
this time, the cup of Elijah may be mysteriously drained. While the 
hunt goes on, the song of Elijah is sung.)

Song:
Eliahu ha-Navi,
Eliahu ha-Tishbi, 
Eliahu, Eliahu, 
Eliahu ha-Giladi 
Bimhera biyamenu, Yavo aylenu 
Im Mashiach ben David, 
Im Mashiach ben DavidHallel

(the child who has found the afikomen brings it to the Father, 
who takes the other part of this matzah from the plate and 
holds up the two parts, matching them together.)
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Father: What is broken shall be made whole. What is shattered shall 
be restored. Our hope is in our children, to find what is lost, to bring 
together what is broken, to restore our faith.

(Pieces of afikomen are distributed to everyone and everyone, 
refill the glass for the 4th time.)

	 We should know the difference between “more” and “enough” 
(in Hebrew – dayeanu (die-ay-new)) We always want more – more 
freedoms, more love, more attention, more things, more knowledge, 
more playtime, more money, more … more… more… and we want 
it NOW!!

	 The haddagah teaches us that each step along our path must 
be acknowledged. All paths should be celebrated and that we should 
learn to appreciate our riches. If there is abundance in our cups, then 
we are Blessed. We should realize that these riches and abundance are 
a gift from the Universe, and we should give thanks.

What are the areas of abundance in our lives right now?
What are we thankful for?

(go around the table each mentioning one things we are grateful 
for ….)

Mother: Thank you for the honor and pleasure of you participation 
this evening. The more I value my freedom, finding it worth the 
courage and work and sacrifice, the more I value everyones freedom. 
So please join me in a toast, and drink to the freedoms that we have 
gained, and to a free future.

Together:
We praise you, the Spirit of the World 
who nurtures the fruit of the vine.
We praise you, the Spirit of the World who 
brings forth the bread from the earth.

(drink the 4th glass of wine, and eat the afikomen)
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Songs

Dayeinu!
Ilu hotsi, hotsianu,
hotsianu mimitsrayim,
hotsianu mimitsrayim,
Dayeinu!

Refrain: Da, dayeinu!
Dayeinu! Dayeinu!

Ilu natan, natan lanu,
natan lanu et hatorah,
natan lanu et hatorah,
Dayeinu!

Ilu natan, natan lanu,
natan lanu et hashabbat,
natan lanu et hashabbat,
Dayeinu!

Chad Gadyo

Chad gadya, chad gadya.
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the cat and ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the dog and bit the cat,
that ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the stick 
and beat the dog,
that bit the cat that ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the fire and 
burned the stick,
that beat the dog that bit the cat,
that ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the water and 
and quenched the fire,
that burned the stick 
that beat the dog,
that bit the cat that ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the ox and 
drank the water,
that quenched the fire 
that burned the stick,
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that beat the dog that bit the cat,
that ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the butcher 
and slew the ox,
that drank the water that 
quenched the fire,
that burned the stick 
that beat the dog,
that bit the cat that ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the angel of death,
and killed the butcher 
that slew the ox,
that drank the water that 
quenched the fire,
that burned the stick 
that beat the dog,
that bit the ca that ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.

Then came the Holy 
One, blessed be He!
And destroyed the Angel of death,
that killed the butcher 
that slew the ox,
that drank the water that 
quenched the fire,
that burned the stick 
that beat the dog,
that bit the cat that ate the kid,
My father bought for two zuzim.
Chad gadya, chad gadya.Gadya 

 

Eiliyahu Hanavi 
(Elijah, the Prophet)
Eiliyahu hanavi,
Eiliyahu hatishbi,
Eiliyahu, Eiliyahu,
Eiliyahu hagiladi.

Bim’heira b’yameinu,
Yavo eileinu,
Im mashiach ben David,
Im mashiach ben David.

Elijah the prophet,
In Elijah we will rejoice,
May the day come quickly,
When the Messiah will come,
The descendant of King David.
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